Determination of antibodies to pertussis toxin in working reference preparations of anti-pertussis sera from various national control laboratories.
Working reference preparations of anti-pertussis sera from various National Control Laboratories were assayed for anti-PT antibodies by standardized ELISA and toxin neutralization (Nt) test. Both the ELISA and Nt tests gave highly reproducible results for various preparations when these preparations were assayed repeatedly on different days. Various working reference preparations were assigned units against the proposed International standard for anti-pertussis serum (JNIH-10) assuming its unitage of 250. Assigning unitage to various preparations would help in comparing results of ELISA and Nt tests for anti-PT antibodies reported in various studies.